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A Place in American History: Lancaster, Virginia 
By Elaine VonCannon 

 

Lancaster County Virginia was established in 1651, and was originally part of Northumberland and York Counties. The County is bor-
dered on one side by the mouth of the Rappahannock River and on the other by the Chesapeake Bay. Captain John Smith journeyed 
to Lancaster County by boat in the early 1600s and landed there to replenish supplies. The County has many historic estates, water-
front estates, farms, and farmettes, some which date to the Colonial or Civil War era. 

Famous Americans from Lancaster County, Virginia 

Mary Ball Washington was born in Lancaster County, Virginia. She was born eight miles from the site of the present day Mary Ball 
Washington Museum in Lancaster, Virginia. The mother of our country later resided in New Kent County, Virginia, and then with the 
father of our country, George Washington, at Mount Vernon. 

Waterfront Estates, Country Estates, and Historic Property, in Lancaster County 

For the discriminating homebuyer, with some nostalgia for the past and a yearning for a quieter, simpler life, Lancaster County offers 
a wide variety of homes for purchase. The home buyer interested in country estates, historic property, farms and farmettes will find 
Lancaster County is a great place to look. Waterfront homes and/or homes in waterfront communities are beginning to be developed 
in Lancaster County. Some of these waterfront properties offer docks with deepwater access nearby. Some waterfront communities 
provide marinas and dry boat docking within the community. 

Seafood Restaurants in Lancaster County, Virginia 

There are a wide selection of locally owned restaurants in Kilmarnock, Virginia. Cap'n Reds Seafood Market, Rappahannock Seafood 
Market, Rose's Crab House and Raw Bar, the Dockside Restaurant, and Kelley's Seafood are all excellent choices for the catch of the 
season. In nearby Irvington, Abbott Brothers, Kellum W. Ellery, and The Tides are great seafood restaurants with fresh local catches. 

Historical Landmarks in Lancaster County 

Mary Ball Washington Museum was named for the mother of George Washington born in Lancaster Co. Extensive library and genea-
logical research material dating to 1651.Tour the historic buildings, view exhibits, participate in educational programs and trace family 
histories. The five building complex includes the Old Jail (1820), Clerk's Office (c. 1797), Lancaster House and Stuart Blakemore Bldg 
(c.1900). Located in the Lancaster Courthouse Historic District. Fun and educational exhibits are on display covering 350 years of 
history in Lancaster County. Located across the street from Lancaster Tavern. Christ Church, an Episcopal Church in Lancaster, was 
first built in 1670. It was redesigned in detailed brickwork and opened in 1735. 

Lancaster County Marinas 

The avid boater will find many excellent choices for marinas in the areas of Weems and Irvington, and Lacaster. Carter's Cove Marina 
is in Weems, and they offer a "well protected, deepwater marina with full length finger piers." The brand new boathouse has sewage 
pump outs for each slip. The Tides Marinas in Irvington is located on Carters Creek, about 9 miles from the Inter Coastal Waterway. 
The Tides won Best of the Bay by Chesapeake Magazine. In Lancaster, Virginia, sailboaters will find the Yankee Point Sailboat Mari-
na a perfect place to stop and relax with a beverage, do some laundry, use the swimming pool, or relax. 

Lancaster County Wineries 

White Fences Vineyard and Winery in Irvington Virginia is the place where locals and visitors celebrate the Irvington Stomp each year 
at harvest time. White Fences Vineyard has a tasting room and a gift shop and is open every day except Tuesday and Wednesday, 
from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

 

http://www.mbwm.org/
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Lancaster County Outdoor Activities 

Lancaster County is a flat piece of land surrounded by water on two sides. With the Rappahannock River to the south and west and 
the Chesapeake Bay to the East, the County offers rural charm near the Bay. Cycling has been popular in the county since the inven-
tion of the bicycle, and this remains so even today. Boating, fishing, golf, and hiking are popular activities as well. 

Belle Isle State Park 

Belle Isle State Park was purchased by the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation in 1992. It was purchased by John 
Bertrand, a Hugenot, in 1692 and was operated as a plantations throughout the 19th Century. Belle Isle State Park just opened 30 
new campsites, with electric hookups, in 2007. The Park is situated close to Litwalton and Nuttsville and can be accessed by the free 
ferry stop by taking 354 or 622. The overnight facilities include the Bel Air Mansion and the Bel Air Guest House. 

Lancaster County Proximity to Major Cities 

Lancaster County is only one and one half hours from the Washington D.C. metro area, making it the perfect place to retire, relocate, 
or purchase a second home. The County is also only one hour from Richmond and Norfolk, Virginia Beach, and Williamsburg, all ur-
ban areas offering international airports, fine dining, culture, and recreation. 

Contemporary Lancaster County on the Chesapeake Bay 

There are approximately 12,000 residents in Lancaster County, and the county is situated on 133 miles of land and 98 miles of water. 
Life in Contemporary Lancaster County Virginia is changing slowly. Between 2000 and 2004 there was a 4% increase in population. 
Gradually more people are retiring, relocating, or purchasing a second home in this scenic niche of Virginia. Because Lancaster 
County is close to the Chesapeake Bay, there are numerous waterfront properties available. The gradual development of Belle Isle 
State Park, the former site of a plantation, also makes Lancaster County appealing to new residents. 

Please let me know how I may assist you in finding a waterfront estate, waterfront property, a farm, historic home, or country estate in 
Lancaster County, Virginia. Call 757-288-4685 to speak to me directly or email vonmor1@cox.net.  

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO REVIEW US ONLINE! 

https://www.facebook.com/LivinginWilliamsburg/ 

https://www.yelp.com/ 
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From Nana’s Kitchen 
Spicy Pineapple Marinade for Chicken 

 
Yields 8 Servings 
 
Ingredients:  
1/2 medium ripe pineapple, peeled, cored, coarsely chopped 2 jalapeno chilies, seeded, chopped 2 garlic cloves, 
minced 1 cup unsweetened pineapple juice 1/2 cup fresh lime juice 1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro 1 teaspoon grated 
lime peel 8 chicken breast halves (with skin and bones) 2 teaspoons salt 1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 2 
tablespoons honey  
 
Directions Puree pineapple, jalapenos and garlic in blender until almost smooth. Add pineapple juice, lime juice, cilant-
ro and lime peel and process until blended. Pour marinade into large glass baking dish. Add chicken, turn to coat. Cov-
er and refrigerate 4 to 6 hours. Prepare barbecue or preheat broiler. Remove chicken from marinade. Season with salt 
and pepper. Pour 1/2 cup marinade into small bowl. Whisk in honey. Brush mixture over chicken. Season chicken with 
salt and pepper. Grill or broil until cooked through, turning frequently and basting with honey marinade, about 30 
minutes.  
 
*Recipe Courtesy of Food Network Kitchen 

 

mailto:vonmor1@cox.net
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Take Your Coffee Outside! 8 Things to Do This Weekend 
By Houzz 

1. Take your morning coffee outside. If you catch a sunny morn-
ing this weekend, take advantage of the pleasant weather and 
start your day outdoors. Carry your coffee or tea and a book or e-
reader to the back deck, patio or porch and relax. This can also 
be a great time to come up with ideas for changes you’d like to 
make to your backyard this year. (See No. 7.) 
 
2. Clear off hallway hooks and hangers. Still have a few strag-
glers left over from a long winter? Take heavy coats to the clean-
ers before packing them away in dust-proof zippered garment 
bags or under-bed bins. Pack thick scarves, mittens and hats in 
the same spot. Use your newly freed-up space for spring rain-
coats and umbrellas. 
 
3. File those taxes. Good news for procrastinators: April 17 is the 
deadline for filing federal returns this year, which is two days later 
than usual. When you’re done, take the time to properly sort and 
file all your paperwork, and set up a fresh file with a label on it for 
next year’s documents. 
 
4. Assess home tech security. With online privacy concerns in 
the news, it makes sense to take a time-out to assess the safety 
of your home tech. Make sure you’ve chosen secure passwords, 
with a different one for each device — and if you can’t remember 
the last time you changed them, it wouldn’t hurt to come up with 
new ones. To secure your Wi-Fi, you may want to consider set-
ting up a guest Wi-Fi account to run your smart home devices 
through. 
 
5. Add an unexpected treat to your edible garden. Summer fruits 
and veggies are scrumptious, but why not branch out and add a 
little something extra to your garden? Edible flowers like pansies 
and nasturtiums are beautiful and can be used in salads and 
desserts. If weather in your area permits, pick out some seeds or 
a six-pack of seedlings to set out in the garden this weekend. Not 
gardening weather yet? Satisfy your green thumb by flipping 
through your favorite seed catalogs and drawing up a planting 
plan for your edible garden. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Tackle winter walkways. Still feeling more like winter than 
spring? Late storms that come after a thaw can mean slip-
pery, icy conditions. Take extra care when driving, and make 
sure to keep up with shoveling and de-icing of paths and 
stairs around your home. Reward yourself when you’re done 
with a hot drink and a crackling fire or a few episodes  
of your favorite binge-worthy TV show. 
 
7. Set some new #backyardgoals. If you’ve been making do 
with a so-so backyard setup, why not make this the year you 
finally whip your yard into shape? Take a walk around your 
outdoor space with a notebook and jot down some ideas, 
gather your favorite backyard ideas on Houzz, and dig in. 
 

8. Find (or start) a Little Free Library in your neighborhood. 
You may have noticed one of these little boxes near you. 
They’re part of the Little Free Library movement, and they’re 
popping up all around the world. The idea is to provide a 
place to share books and foster community building in the 
process. Get in on the fun by finding a Little Free Library in 
your area. If there isn’t one near you yet, you could start your 
own. 

Williamsburg Irrigation 
 

DESIGN*INSTALLATION*REPAIR 
ALL TYPES OF IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 

    
  * J.C.S.A. BACKFLOW PREVENTER CERTIFICATIONS 

  * YEARLY ACTIVATION & WINTERIZATION  
  *  30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

  *  VIRGINIA STATE LICENSED & INSURED 
  *  COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

  *  SOLAR POWERED CONTROLLER   DISTRIBUTOR 
  * REASONABLE RATES & COURTEOUS SERVICE 

 Contact us today for more information!  

(757) 291-9892  
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Elaine VonCannon 
C o l d we l l  B a n k er  T r a d i t i o n s  

4 0 7 1  I ro n b o u n d  Rd  
W i l l i a m sb u r g ,  V i rg i n i a  2 3 1 8 8  

( 7 5 7 )  2 8 8 - 4 6 8 5  d i re c t  
v o n ca n n o n re a l e s ta t e @ cox . n e t  

 
Be  S u r e  To  V i s i t  My  W e b s i t e s :  
w w w . v o n c a n n o n r e a l e s t a t e . c o m  

w w w . e st a t e s i n v i r gi n i a . c o m  

Elaine VonCannon 

4071 Ironbound Road 

Williamsburg, VA 23188 

** If you would like to see all of the properties that have sold in your zip code in the past month, 

please email me or call me at (757)288-4685.  This is a great way to see how the market is doing in 

your area, especially if you are considering listing your home for sale in the near future.  I am more 

than happy to offer you this complimentary service, so please let me know if you are interested in   

receiving this information. ** 


